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Writer of Santa 
letter found 
after 22 years 



Annual levee 
at Fort George 
welcomes 
new year 


Penguin Dip 
celebrates 
40th Saturday 
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Don Pozojevic of York Road does an outstanding job of decorating his home for Christmas every year, drawing admirers from across the region. 

Janice Haines/Special to the Advance 




/''^r'domarchuk 

Seller Testimonial:" Peter was the right choice for us, when we sold our Niagara on the Lake 

HdflfBHV ' * home, while living in Australia." ™ 

Melissa and Frank Hellwig, Karsam Court, Niagara on the Lake / Adelaide, Australia 

Buyer Testimonial:" Peter handled everything, and more, as we made our purchase in Niagara on 
^±^3 P | the Lake from California.” 

<Jn iH<JV 1 pd' ■ Miriam and Glen Drummond, San Francisco/ The Village, Niagara on the Lake 

@ ROYALLePAGE 

notl rssrjasas.es- 

Office: 905-468-4214 

Toll Free: 1.800.635.9228 

peterd@royallepage.ca 
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Mystery of letter to Santa solved - 22 years later 


Penny Coles mystery that has haunted 

Niagara Advance him for 22 years. 

Tom Hurst was a letter 
A Niagara-on-the-Lake carrier in Halifax, NS for 
man has solved a Christmas about 15 years, and volun- 
teered at 

Santa. He's a bit 
of a character 
with a sense of 
humour, and he 
says he had a lot 


OLDE 

TOWNE 


BUILDING 

CaitpriHij 


NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE 
JEFF MacINTOSH 

905-651-4803 

www.oldetownebuildingcompany.coin 






his 

answering hun¬ 
dreds every year. 

Most of them 
were requests for 
the most popular 
toys of the day, 
but 22 years ago, 


different 
- a young girl asked Santa if 
he could send her dad to 
see her. 

“Well anyway there are a 
few things I hope you can 
grant," she said in her letter 

“They are to see if you 
can send me my dad or if 
you can’t do that then I 
would like a grape escape 


some thing like that,” the 
letter said. 

She also asked Santa to 
“make my family stop fight- 

The letter was signed 
Candy W., with no last 
name, post mark or return 
address. Canada Post did 
everything possible to try 


letter had come from, but 
was unsuccessful, Hurst 


such as hers, he said - they 
weren't that rare. But when 
they couldn’t find her, he 
asked for the letter to keep, 
and he’s never forgotten it. 
It broke his heart, he said, 
that she ended her letter 
saying “Santa, I believe in 
you.” He knew he was going 
to let her down by not 
responding. 

“Here was a little girl who 
was reaching out for help, 
who really needed a reply, 
and I couldn’t give it to her,” 
he said. 

He’s kept the letter tucked 
away in his bible ever since, 


Hurst, 58, left Nova Scotia 
in 1995, and travelled 
around for five years “chas¬ 
ing my dream of acting," 
before settling in NOTL 15 
years ago. He works back- 
stage at the Shaw Festival 
Theatre, and with a home 
in town, feels he’s finally 
put down roots. 

When he's had a good 

Candy's letter reminds him 
there are people much less 
fortunate who could use a 
helping hand, and when 
his year has been not so 
great, maybe feeling a little 
sorry for himself, it’s a 
“reality check” to remind 
him there are people with 
far more serious problems 
than his. 




and the world, 


CUV 

TASTING ^ ROOM 



\!iMm | 

DINING 

Redefined 

[ with our Winter dining 

staurant located in Strewi 

Artisanal Pizza Tuesdays 

Deliciously decadent A selection of hand-crafted :; 
personal sized pizzas finished with OLiVs 
Premium EVOO & Aged Balsamic Vinegars. 

Only $10 per pizza with purchase of beverage. 
Served ail day. 


he said, he decided to post 
the letter on Facebook as a 


reminder there are children 
in need everywhere. He 
also hoped that he might 
finally locate the little girl 
who never heard back from 
Santa, and find out what 
became of her. 

Last week, when CBC 
picked up the story in Nova 
Scotia, he got his answer. 

Candy, who is now 30, 
messaged him, and asked 
him to give her a call, which 
he did. 

Her mother had seen a 
photo of the letter and rec¬ 
ognized it - she had helped 
her daughter, then eight, 
address the envelope, 
although she didn't know 
what the letter said. 

"She told me a litde bit 
about why she wrote it - her 
parents were going through 
a divorce, and she thought 
Santa should know about 
it,” he said. 


Red, White & Roasted Thursdays 

moutkwaUung 

Experience A roasted entrees every Thursday. 
Features such as fine cut Ribeye Steak infused 
with OLiV's exceptional flavours created from 
^Premium EVOO & Aged Balsamic Vinegars. 

■ - J m 5pm-7pm. 


Classic Brunch Sundays 

■SsEF - Join us each Sunday for a relaxir 



_as each Sunday for a relaxing A brunch sure 

to enliven your day. Select from our unique 
tapas menu or our creative Brunch classics, 
with a twist! Served from llam-4pm. 



Achieve your Wellness Goals 
Starting Today! 

3 cMonth 

^ Unlimited 

membership 

$199 



11 IB Garrison Village Drive 
(Above Shoppers) 
Questions? info@foxdenyoga.com 
905 . 469.9042 


foxdeng 

yoga° 


Offer available until January 31st, 2016 


I i 


ii 

£ 1 
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Wine Boutique ~~ 

and CAROLINE 

Tasting Bar - cellars 

Open 10am to 5pm Monday to Friday 
10am to 6pm Saturday 


Closed December 25 and January 1 


’Farm: 


11:30am to 4pm Monday to 
11:30am to 5pm Saturday 


Please check our website 
special holiday hours and 


Bring this ad in for 

10% Weekday 
Lunch Discount 

Valid Monday,Tuesday 
and Wednesday in December. 
Fully Licensed -Wine by the 
bottle and glass. 

Local beer and other beverages. 
www.carolinecellars.com 
1010 Line 2 Virgil 
905.468.8814 


‘Other kids going through tough time’ 


From Page 2 

"We’ve talked and texted a couple of 
times, and now I feel like her big 



remember there are other kids out there still 
going through a tough time.” _ 


SUNDAY BRUNCH 
11 AM TO 4PM 



bravo/ 


5438 Ferry St. 905-354-DELI 
www.bravogrill.ca 



Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Spring/Summer 2016 


As 


Community 

Wareness 


in co-operation with 

Parks & Recreation 


Display Advertising deadline Wednesday, January 13th 
Please call Karen at 905-468-3283, ext. 101 for details 
email: kskeoch@postmedia.com 
To place recreation information listings contact: 

Luanne at Parks & Recreation by Thursday, January 14th 
905-468-3061 ext 264 or email: lkulchar@notl.org 
Look for your copy of the Spring/Summer Community Awareness 2016 
in the Niagara Advance February 25, 2016 
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Regional tax shift a no-go, Burroughs assures council 


d commercial proper- 

Gary Burroughs in an 
A proposal by Niagara update to town council 
Region to shift more of the last week, 
tax burden to residential He had been asked to 
properties from industrial come to the council meet¬ 



ing to address concerns 
abouttheproposed change 
in regional tax policy. 

The Region was consid¬ 
ering a change to the tax 
ratio that would lower 
commercial and industrial 
taxes, in an effort to attract 
more businesses to the 


1752 Concession 2, NOTL 

289 - 668-0779 

AgRepair.ca 


-VINEYARD & ORCHARD 
-TRACTORS 
-SPRAYERS 
-HYDRAULIC SYSTEMS 
-CUSTOM PROJECTS 


region, said Burroughs. 

But that would have had 
a significant impact on 
residential taxes, especial¬ 
ly for the smaller munici¬ 
palities that don’t have a 
large commercial base, he 

Of the eight municipali- 


In Niagara-on-the-Lake, 
it would have meant a 12 
percent increase to resi¬ 
dential property taxes, he 


said. 

“It affects us 




^ we of the 

Niagara Nursery Schoo 
^ & Child Care Centre 

wish to extend our heartfelt gratitude 



HOBIHHH 

restaurant & wine bar 

-PRESENTS- Jg 


increase to the billion-dol- 
lar regional budget in 2016, 
NOTL will still see an 
increase in its share, due 
to increased assessment, 

“The challenge we have 
is everyone wants to live in 
NOTL. Our growth is sub¬ 
stantially more than the 
other 11 municipalities. 
We share a bigger percent¬ 
age of the budget every 

He said it’s looking to go 
up again this year to 8.52 
percent of the $1-billion 
regional budget, when it 
used to be around six per- 

"Every dollar we spend 
at the region is distributed 
across the municipalities 
by assessment. The more 
we increase our assess- 


Silversmith Brewery, 

Phil’s & Hendriks Valu-Mart, jA 

Balzacs, 

& Sandtrap Pub and Grill! A 

Your very generous donations towards • 
our Trivia Night fundraiser 


♦ 

♦ 

4 

i our trivia INight fundraiser . 

t helped make the evening a huge success!® 
Just over $2000 will go directly towards 
^ upgrading technology in the classroom. ^ 

^ from all of us, to all of you ... ^ 

♦ We Wish You A Merry Christmas i 
& A Happy New Year! ^ 


) Niagara’s Finest 


VILLAGE 

DENTAL 


905 - 468-1960 

www.villagedental-notl.com 

New Patients Welcome 


Elevator to Second Level 



is hard to believe that we have celebrated 134 holiday seasons in Niagara! 

Thank you for another great year. We are grateful and honoured to serve our clients these many years. 

We at Lancaster, Brooks & Welch LLP wish you only the best and hope that 2016 brings you peace, good health and prosperity. 


BED Lancaster, Brooks & Welch ll 

HH Niagara's Lawyers Since 1882 
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Traffic-calming measures 
in St. Davids will go 


Penny Coles 

Niagara Advance 



issue when the curbs are snow- 
covered, he said. 


The cost of removing them has 





film 

SERIES 


Dec 26 Testament of Youth 

A British woman recalls coming of age during World War I - e 
exguisite and emotional story of young love, the futility of w; 
and how to make sense of the darkest times. 

Jan 2 Learning to Drive 

As her marriage dissolves, a Manhattan writer takes driving 


:es ★ 

Single ticket $12 
Doc pass $60 (6 films) 
Stocking Stuffer (9 films) $95 
Festival Theatre parking $5 


905 . 468.2172 

shawfest.com/films 


BOSLEY 

REAL ESTATE 


iSea&oM 
ihee(ui/A& 


From home to home and heart to heart; 
from our place to yours 
our best wishes for a Happy Holiday season 
and all the very best for the New Year 
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Pflllllllflllf H postmedia Niagara Advance 

I ■■ flifl III The Niagara Advance is published by Postmedia. Peter Conradi Regional Editor 

■■■■■■ »» ■ ■ ■_ Phone: 905-468-3283 Fax: 905-468-3137 Penny Coles Editor 

■■■■■■ M m V P.0. Box 430 • Virgil, Ont.- LOS 1T0 
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Opnion 


Council accomplishments show success in 2015 


The holiday season is 
such a special time of the 
year as we gather with fami¬ 
ly and friends, take part in 
our annual tradmons, and 
celebrate all that the holi- 




Hopefully w 




busy schedules and the rush 
of the season to enjoy some 
rest and relaxation and truly 


$ 


Pat Darte 

Lord Mayor's update 


appreciate all we have. 

Now that we’ve held our 

for the year, we can look 
back on a number of accom- 

that have made this year a 
success. 

As most of you will know, 
the Town purchased the 
former Niagara District 
Secondary School property 



earlier this year and issued a 
Request for Expressions of 
Interest (RFEI) to seek 
responses from those inter¬ 
ested in developing the site. 

forward in the RFEI process, 
and town council is looking 
forward to seeing the prop¬ 
erty being used again. 


We also decided to keep 
the former lawn bowling 



ing celebration planned for 
this summer. 

Other achievements this 
year include the live broad- 

council meetings; moving to 
LED streetlights for 
improved energy efficiency 
and cost savings; and unveil¬ 
ing the first public electric 
vehicle charging station in 



letters to the editor 



Niagara-on-the-Lake 
continues to be recognized 
for the exceptional value we 
offer to over two million visi- 

recently been named by 
travel search site Trivago as 
one of Canada's Top 10 Best 
Value Cities for 2016. 


Far beyond that, howev¬ 
er, is our sense of commu¬ 
nity pride and partnership. 







FirstOntario 

'performing arts centre 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 

Holiday Hours 


Town Municipal Offices will be closed for the holidays at 
12:00 noon on Thursday, December 24,2015, and will 
re-open at 8:30 a.m. on Monday, January 4,2016. 

During this time, please call 905-468-3278 for Public Works 
inquiries. If there is an emergency, please call 911. 

The Community Centre will be closed as follows: 

• Thursday, December 24,2015-12:00 noon 

• Friday, December 25,2015 - All day 

• Saturday, December 26,2015 - All day 

• Thursday, December 31,2015 -12:00 noon 

• Friday, January 1,2016 - All day 

The Holiday Skating Schedule is available on the Town’s 
website at www.notl.org or by visiting the arena. 

On behalf of Town Council and staff, we wish all residents a 
joyous and safe holiday season. 


HOLIDAY TRANSIT SCHEDULE 

December 24, 2015, to January 1, 2016 


Thurs, December 24 (Christmas Eve) - Regular Service 
Fri, December 25 (Christmas Day) - No Service 
Sat, December 26 (Boxing Day) - No Service 
Sun, December 27 - No Service 
Mon, December 28 - Regular Service 
Tues, December 29 - Regular Service 
Wed, December 30 - Regular Service 
Thurs, December 31 (New Year’s Eve) - Regular Service 
Fri, January 1 (New Year’s Day) - No Service 
For more information, call 905-468-3266 



Save Up To 

50 % 

Recliners, Sofas, Bedroom, 
Dining, Art, Holiday Decor 
& more. 

SALE BEGINS 

Monday Dec, 28th at 9:30 am 
Closed Dec, 25th, 26th & 27th 

lincoln 

INTERIORS 

1534 HWY 55, Niagara-on-the-lake (Virgil) 
905.468.3257 


ADVERTISE TODAY! 

905 - 468-3283 
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Councillor says approved budget process not followed 


Penny Coles 

Niagara Advance 

Coun. Martin Mazza 
was twice thwarted by 
attempts to gain more 
time for budget discus¬ 
sions, and although the 
document was approved 
by council at its Dec. 16 
meeting - he did not sup¬ 
port it - he’s not about to 
let the issue drop. 

At a Nov. 16 committee 
of the whole meeting, 
Mazza suggested that 
council spend more time 
reviewing the proposed 
2016 budget. 

A draft budget had been 
presented in October, 
after two afternoon work¬ 
shops for councillors, and 
sent back to staff for revi- 

Mazza says he expected 
an opportunity to look at 
the revised budget, but 
realized at the Nov. 16 


not going to see it again 
until they were expected 
to approve it at the Dec. 


14 council meeting. 

When he tried to ask for 
another look at the bud¬ 
get, he was shut down by 
Coun. Jim Collard, who 
interrupted him on what 
he called a point of order, 
saying council had 
approved the budget pro¬ 
cess as it was laid out by 
staff. 

Collard also suggested 
it was ludicrous for 
council to have more dis¬ 
cussions about the bud¬ 
get, considering some 
councillors did not attend 
the workshops held by 
staff. 

When the final budget 
came back to council for 
approval Dec. 14, Coun. 
Paolo Miele, questioning 
the need for certain 
expenditures, was told 
the process was past the 
point of going over spe¬ 
cific lines on the operat¬ 
ing and capital budgets. 

Mazza chastised Lord 
Mayor Pat Darte for rush¬ 
ing the important discus¬ 


sion, saying it went to his 
point of almost a month 
ago, that there should 
have been another oppor¬ 
tunity to see the revised 
budget before it came to 
council for approval. 

He has since had an 
opportunity to go over the 
285-page report that out¬ 
lined the budget process, 
and is convinced the 
timeline council approved 
Oct. 26 included a pre¬ 
sentation on the revised 
budget at the Nov. 16 
meeting, when he was 
shut down for asking 

He outlined his con¬ 
cerns to town director of 
operations Sheldon 
Randall, calling the bud¬ 
get approval process 
“flawed." 

Lost in the “side shows” 
of two meetings, he said, 
is the fact that the time¬ 
lines set out and recom¬ 
mended by town staff and 
adopted by council were 
not followed. 



Coun. Martin Mazza 


Randall’s emailed 
response included a chart 
that showed the revised 
budget would be present¬ 
ed at the Nov. 16 meeting 
“if required,” and an 
information report to 
councillors that showed 
revisions of the budget to 
be presented at the Dec. 
14 council meeting. 

“From my perspective 


it would appear this was 
the original intent of 
council that staff has fol¬ 
lowed,” said Randall in 
his email. 

“Every attempt has 
been made to make an 
open and transparent 
process that has provided 
numerous opportunities 
for engagement. As dis¬ 
cussed at the last council 
meeting where council 
thanked staff for all of 
their efforts which was 
described as 'the most 
robust process in many 

But Mazza maintains 
the words “if required” 
were not in the report that 
council approved, and to 
him, that’s an important 
distinction indicating the 
process as agreed upon 
was not followed. 

“I want to know when 
those words were added 
and who decided the 
meetingwasnotrequired,” 
he said. 

When council recon¬ 


venes in January, he says 
he will push to have the 
matter investigated by the 
provincial ministry of 
municipal affairs or the 
ombudsman. 

If it turns out he was 
wrong - if anyone can 
point out a reference in 
the lengthy report to the 
budget presentation only 
“if required,” Mazza said 
he would be glad to apol- 

Although he was denied 
the apology he had 
requested from Collard 
for interrupting his 
request for further dis¬ 
cussion and the comment 
that it was “ludicrous,” 
Mazza says he's put that 
behind him and is focus¬ 
ing on the future. 

His reason for pursuing 
what he considers to be 
an error in process on an 
important issue, he said, 
is to ensure that in the 
future, town staff follow 
procedures as dictated by 
council. 



You’re Invited 

Open House 

January 6th from 6pm-8pm 


ew Year, New You! 

Specials 4 Discounts on , 

Fitness Classes + Personal Training + prints 

ONE NIGHT ONLY F °° 

Come and Meet Your Trainers 


N 


fAGARAFITNESS 

+ fitHABIllTATIOft 
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Jdeiwj tifuHstmas 

May your heart be warm 
with happiness and your 
home be filled with joy this 


Wishing you a 

Meny Christmas and 
Happy Mew Year 


Wishing you a happy and 
prosperous New Year! May 2016 
bring you much joy & happiness 


402 JOHNSON ST. | $1,370,000 

brick 2 storey w/oversized 2 car garage. 10 Room c 
plan layout with 5 bedrooms. Mature half acre lot 
right in old town. 

Dan Stefels* 905-227-7438 
Katie Redekopp** 905-658-1564 


1885 CREEK RD | $444,900 

:ountry location between Niagara-on-the-Lake and Virgil wit 
vices. The 2 bedroom bungalow plan features a great room 
ireplace, built-in cupboards and shelving, wood floors and 


678 LINE 2 RD. | $249,000 


lllllllllllll 

ROYAL LePAGE 

^^^Mllllllllllllllllllllll 
Niagara Real Estate Centre 

Brokerage; Independently Owned & Operated 


WORLD 

PROPERTIES^ 


OF DIFFERENCE - 

-t'PA'GE NIAGARA, 14 OFFICES, 380 REPRESENTATIVES 


BUILDING LOT NIAGARA RIVER PARKWAY | $489,000 

Niagara River Parkway as described bjr Winston Churchill, "one of the 

Kevan** & James* O'Connor 905-468-7700 


( ^ 48 1 r GATE STREET | $1,055,000 ^ 

with hicjhceilings, full bathsandgasfireplace. Allarejdoubled<x>rentries 

Kevan** & James* O'Connor 905-468-7700 


12 SHAKESPEARE AVL ^$449,000 ^ 
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for your business and support. 
Wishing you many blessings for the 


Men/ VlMe. 


Sincerely, Bev Wiebe &■ Family 
Looking forward to 
hearing from you in 




IMefry Chfisti^tytm 
Happy New Year « 


ANGELIKA 

ZAMMIT 


Merry Christmas & 
Happy New Year 


_ From 

Angelo & Helen Mosca and Melissa, 
Grade, Emmie & Aaron Cherney 


tfappij Hdtiky, Mdmtj Uoe, health smi Doreen 
happinm iuvtcml mu in the 

7h*aM? Jl '^ a 


Merry Christmas I 
j Have a Healthy & | 
Happy New Year. 
Big Hugs 

GLORIA 

SZYLAK ^ 


dfds/iiruf my clients aneffriends a 
memoralde* (Christmas deason. FF 
truly afiftreciate* < your business and 
referrals. FThofrc l/iuf 20/6'brings* 
g/ouepoodhealth andha/>/>iness. 

Jo-Ann Cudmore 
905 - 468-4214 


Gary 

Zalepa Sr. ** 
905-357-8779 


Serving Niagara for 40 yean 


PiFU 


— 


ROYAL LePAG 


Niagara Real Estate Centre 

Brokerage; Independently Owned & Operated 




WORLD 

PROPERTIEScc 


OF DIFFERENCE - 

14 OFFICES, 380 REPRESENTATIVES 




























12 Niagara Advance • Thursday, December 24,2015 


Sewage treatment plant on schedule and budget, council told 


Penny Coles 

Niagara Advance 


The new $43 million Lakeshore Road in Niagara- 
wastewaier treatment facil- on-the-Lake is on time, on 
ity under construction on budget and expected to be 




FULLY COOKED 
CHICKEN WINGS 

14-28 PIECES 907 g/2 lb 


save $ 6 


SHARE SAVOUR CELEBRATE 




Clippings 

at The Millet House 

Tuesday, December 29 & 
Wednesday, December 30,2015 
10 am - 5 pm 

04(1 deadwial itmv& m d<zfef 


- REGULAR RETAIL HOURS- 

Wednesday-Saturday9:30 am - 5:00 pm 
Sunday 9:30 am - 4:00 pm 
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Burroughs tells council he wanted meetings open 


voted down. to close the meeting to the future of Upper Canada staff, as well as the not-for- Burroughs, Darte, St. 

Harry Schlange, public, the task force’s dis- Lodge, the region’s long- profit and private sector Catharines Mayor Walter 

Niagara’s chief administra- cussion did not fall within term care home in Niagara- on some possible solu- Sendzik and five staff 



NlilUcllll EXCLUSIVE AFFILIATE OF 

§Si oif-tbc-Lake CHRISTIE’S 

IvCOM international real estate 

^ 920 offices in over 40 countries. Connecting to the World, www.notlrealty.com 


91 DELATRE STREET $2000 + 

206 WARNER RD. $319^900 



Lovely lake front home just minutes from Olde Town. This 3 bedroom, Excellent country building lot 200 x 200 currently 

open concept cottage is well suited for a year round or summer p | anted jn pea ches. Country | ivjng but on | y a short 

drive to Niagara on the Lake town Centre. Services at 
one bedroom suite in the basement equipped with a kitchen & a 3pc the Street Gas, Hydro and City water MLS New. Chris 
bathroom. MLS New. Chris Bowron and Audrey Wright. Bowron and Audrey Wright. 

A spacious open concept 3br bungalow with 
a view of Lake Ontario. The large treed lot 
backs onto municipality owned green space 
on the lakeshore. The home can be rented fully 
furnished. Viviane Elltoft. 

1 H.E. boiler approx. 10 yrs. Alternatively, this is a fantastic bui Wing 

MLS # N30051402. Kevin Stokes 

31 PRIDEAUX STREET $898,000 1 KENT STREET $549,000 

17 LOWER CANADA DRIVE $461,999 

169 GATE STREET 

Bail Mi 

jjHI 

Mk' ZVparu“ e italf».SS : “lut 






Ralph Tallman* 905-468-2973 Cheryl Carmjchael* 

Randall Armstrong** 905-651-2977 |' Phyllis Henderson* 

109 Queen Street 905-468-3205 

905-468-2142 Colleen Blake* ^ 905-328-8799 

905 685 2458 Marilyn^Francis* 905-932-1266 

905-932-2589 | * * * Broker of Record * * Broker * Sales Representative 

St. David’s Office 905-262-6996 
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Council moving toward health hub location decision 

the committee 
favour, or a pri¬ 
vate or public/ 
private develop¬ 
ment. There are 
other developers 
in addition to 
Annunziata who 
would like to 
build a health 
hub in NOTL, he 
said. 

Of the 12 sites 
on the steering 
committee list, 
there are both 
municipal and 
private proper¬ 
ties, and each of 
the “key players 
at the table," 
including repre¬ 
sentatives from 
the NOTL Family 
Health Team, 

Niagara Health 
System and 
Local Health 
grated 



Penny Coles 

Niagara Advance 

The steering committee 
looking at health care 
delivery in the town of 
Niagara-on-the-Lake 
needs to move forward 
with a decision on a loca¬ 
tion for a health hub, but 
is running into difficulty 
narrowing a list of 12 pos¬ 
sibilities, says town coun¬ 
cillor Terry Flynn. 

He was recently 
appointed to the health 
services steering commit¬ 
tee, which was formed in 
2013 with members rep¬ 
resenting various levels of 
health care in Niagara. 

Flynn was brought on 
board to represent 
Niagara EMS, where he 
works as a supervisor. 

The steering committee 
looking at a health hub 
for Niagara-on-the-Lake 
is moving closer to its 
goal, but needs some pro¬ 
fessional help to get there, 
he said. 

The model they envi¬ 
sion includes private 
businesses such as a 
pharmacy, X-ray services 


and medical lab paying 
rent, along with the doc¬ 
tors, and a not-for-profit 
board that would cover 
the costs of the agencies 
the health hub should 
include to best serve the 
community 

The Town gave the com¬ 
mittee $30,000 in July to 
hire a consultant to put 
all the information that 
has been compiled by the 
committee into one 
report, and that work has 
been done, said Flynn, 
but the next step will like¬ 
ly include a consultant to 
help narrow down a loca- 

He and committee chair 
Maria Bau-Coote, also a 
town councillor, along 
with two other committee 
members, Dr. Karen Berti 
and Brenda Jones, presi¬ 
dent of the NOTL Hospital 
Foundation, recently vis¬ 
ited Langs Community 
Health Centre in 
Cambridge, Ont. The 
neighbourhood-based 
organization provides 
everything from physi¬ 
cians’ offices to social 
services, as well as youth, 
seniors, fitness, breakfast 


and lunch programs - all 
the Niagara-on-the-Lake 
steering committee has 
envisioned for its health 
hub, and much more, said 
Flynn. 

He was very impressed 
with what he saw, he 

Lord Mayor Pat Darte 
and other councillors will 
visit the centre in the new 
year, so that when the dis¬ 
cussion of a health hub 
comes back to council, 
they’ll be prepared, Flynn 

During a council dis¬ 
cussion about the road 
trip last week, Coun. 
Paolo Miele asked that 
the plans of developer 
Anthony Annunziata, who 
bought Ward Simpson's 
Niagara Medical Centre 
building on Niagara Stone 
Road in June, be consid¬ 
ered. Annunziata propos¬ 
es to expand the building 
to meet the needs of a 
health hub, Miele said. 

It’s up to the developer 
to make an official pre¬ 
sentation to the town, 
said Darte, who explained 
that the trip to Cambridge 
was just for information 


as council moves for- 

The Langs centre, 
founded in 1978, has 
grown to meet the needs 
of its community, and has 
become such a model for 
health care that its direc¬ 
tor holds regular open 
houses to show health 
care providers and munic¬ 
ipal representatives from 
across the province what 
a health hub can look like, 
said Flynn. 

It receives its funding 
from four levels of gov¬ 
ernment. 

He believes it’s impor¬ 
tant for councillors to visit 
the Cambridge centre 
before deciding how to 
proceed in NOTL. 

“All I could think about 
when I saw it was our 
community centre, with 
physicians on site,” said 
Flynn, who was the chair 
of the NOTL committee 
that worked for a decade 
to get the community 
centre built. 

"But that’s my vision - 
there are a lot of options 
open to us,” he said, 
including the NOTL hos¬ 
pital site, which others on 


Network (LHIN), 
brings their own 
perspective to that dis¬ 
cussion, he says. 

“Our steering commit¬ 
tee is too close to the 
issue. We all have our dif¬ 
ferences of opinions of 


where it should be. We 
need some impartial, 
objective help to move 
forward,” said Flynn. 

“We have to look at 
what's best for the com¬ 
munity.” 


Purchase 2013 Pinot Noir 

Southbrook Winery 

trekvineyard.com 


TREK 

VINEYARD^ 
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8438 Niagara Falls Blvd. 

(at Military) Mil-Pine Plaza, Niagara Falls, N.Y. 

Toll Free: 1-800-526-2025 

' mi 


Prices in effect Sunday, Dec. 20 th to Saturday Dec. 26 th 


SERPENTS BITE 
APPLE CIDER 
WHISKEY 


CROWN ROYAL 

GIFT SET 

$ 31 9 J 


MOHAWK 80° 
VODKA . 

$1199 


AMARETTO 
DiSARONNf 
GIFT SET 


GREY GOOSE 

GIFT SET 

ALL TYPES ^ gg 


s$ 31 s 


$ 12 ®? 


JACK DANIELS 
OLD #7 

GIFT SET SO 4 99 


*2V 


JACK DANIELS 
SINGLE BARREL 
GIFT SET 
ALL TYPES 


39" 


$13»® 


BAILEYS IRISH 
CREAM 
GIFT SET 


$0199 

750ml 


$ 16” 


CROWN ROYAL XO 
CANADIAN 
WHISKEY < 


s 25" 


CROWN ROYAL 
CANADIAN 
WHISKEY ' 


$55 9!l 


$1799 


DOUBLE CROSS 
PREMIUM VODKA 
GIFT SET 


s 27" 


JOHNNIE WALKER 
BLACK SCOTCH 
WHISKEY l 


565" 


$1799 


CAPTAIN MORGAN 
ORIGINAL SPICED 
RUM 


$29?! 


$149?? 


OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE 9AM-7PM. CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY 


Find it today! 



NiagaraAdvance.ca/Classifieds 



William R. (Bill) King 
Neil A. Viola 
Willow P. Slingerland 
905-468-3272 



MARTIN 
Sh f ppard 
Fraser llp 


NIAGARA FALLS OFFICE 


Niagara 

oif-tfjeLake 

feri ty 

CHRISTIE’S 


Niagara Advance 

“Celebrating over 95 Years 
as your Community Newspaper” 
Village Green Plaza, Virgil 
905-468-3283 
www.niagaraadvance.ca 
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Welcome the new year 
with traditional levee 
at historic Navy Hall 

The Friends of Fort bration carries on an old Corps. 

George and Parks Canada tradition of citizens gath- For more information 
will be hosting the 26th ering together to pledge on this tradition, contact 
annual New Year’s Day allegiance to our the Friends of Fort George 
Levee at Navy Hall Friday, Sovereign, to renew old at 905-468-6621, www. 
Jan. 1 from 3 to 4:30 p.m. acquaintances and raise friendsoffortgeorge.ca 
It’s been an annual tra- a toast to the continued 
dition for almost 30 years, prosperity of our nation, 
and what better way to Light refreshments will 
ring in the New Year than be offered, with an offi- 

with friends and neigh- cial toast at 4 p.m., fol- The annual levee at Navy 
hours, music, refresh- lowed by the firing of a Hall offers refreshments, 
ments, a roaring fire, and cannon and music pre- toasts, music and a can- 
a cannon firing across the sentation by the Fort non-firing. 

Niagara River. George 41st Regiment of Postmedia Network 

This community cele- Foot Fife and Drum file photo 




Place your Baby's Birth Announcement or First Birthday or your Birthday 
or Anniversary Announcement or Engagement or Retirement Celebration 


or any other Special Occasion in our FAMILY ALBUM 

Call 905-468-3283 ext 102 ~ Deadline: Mondays 3 pm 














iAdvance 17 




























18 Niagara Advance • Thursday, December 24,2015 












































Thursday, December 24,2015 • Niagara Advance 19 





















































20 Niagara Advance • Thursday, December 24,2015 





















































































22 Niagara Advance • Thursday, December 24,2015 


Bullet News Niagara comes to end of five-year run 


Bullet News Niagara is 
ceasing operations. 

The media outlet will 
publish its final online edi¬ 
tion Dec. 31. 

The decision to end 
Bullet’s five-year run was a 
difficult one that has been 
considered for some time, 
company president Jessica 
Friesen said by phone 
Wednesday. 

“It’s the right decision at 
this time.” 

The news industry is 


“not doing well," she said, 
calling it “extremely diffi¬ 
cult” to be an independent 
in the business. 

“Given the current state 
of the news publishing 
industry, especially con¬ 
tinued competition for 
advertising revenue posed 
by the increasing domi¬ 
nance of social media plat¬ 
forms, it has become 
apparent continued oper¬ 
ation of an independent 
local news platform was 


no longer viable,” Friesen 
added in a news release 
issued by BulletWednesday 
afternoon, one day after 
staff learned of the clo- 

Bullet News was found¬ 
ed in October 2010 to pro¬ 
vide news coverage across 
Niagara. The company 
currently employs four 
people, Friesen said. 

“We’ve had a good run 
of it. We have some fantas¬ 
tic staff,” she said. 


“I’m very proud of the 
quality of product that 
they’ve put together. This 
is not a reflection of the 
quality of papers that 
we’ve put together.” 

Friesen commended 
staff for their “years of ser¬ 
vice, their professionalism 
and their passion for jour¬ 
nalism.” 

She also thanked adver¬ 
tisers and readers for their 
support. 

The news came less than 


a week after Hamilton- 
based broadcaster CHCH, 
which also provides cover¬ 
age in Niagara region, 
announced a massive 
restructuring of local 

At least 129 full-time 
employees and close to 30 
part-timers were let go as a 
result, and 58 employees 
were given new offers of 
employment. 

CHCH’s parent compa 
Channel Zero said pro¬ 


gramming would be 
reduced to 17.5 hours per 

Channel 11, the holding 
company for CHCH, has 
also filed for bankruptcy. 

CHCH first hit the air¬ 
waves in 1954, covering 
the Hamilton, Halton and 
Niagara region, but the 
station has faced financial 
turbulence over the past 
decade. 

Withfilesfrom Postmedia 
Network 



oxing 

Day Sale 


RIDE stops 
500 vehicles, 


no arrests 


50% OFF 


ALL BOOK 
PRODUCT 


Sale excludes gift cards, Melissa & Doug items, games, toys, and puzzles 

■ Family favo r m 



December 28-31 


Mon 28:9am to 9pm Wed 30:9am to 9pm 
Tues 29:9am to 9pm Thur 31:9am to 4pm 

NOTE: The store is closed Saturday, December 26 


340 Welland Ave. St. Catharines 

Store Hours: Mon to Thu 9am-6pm, Fri 9am-9pm, Sat 9am-6pm, Sun - Closed I Store Phone: 905.641.4581 


Niagara Regional Police officers 
stopped approximately 500 vehicles 
Monday as part of the Holiday Ride 
program, but made no arrests. 

Of those stopped during the after¬ 
noon and evening in Niagara-on- 
the-Lake and Niagara Falls, two driv¬ 
ers were administered an breath test 
for alcohol consumption and found 
to be fit to operate their vehicles. 

Two other drivers were ticketed, 
one a class G1 driver for not having a 
class G licensed driver seated beside 
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Lactantia 

Half & Half, 
Light Cream 
or Fat Free 
Creamer 

2 '5 


L 

COMMISSOS 

FRESH FOODS 


Fresh Store Made 

Mild or Hot 
Italian Sausage 


San Pellegrino 

Carbonated 
Mineral Water 


Fresh, Lean & Meaty 

Back Ribs 

Family Pack 



Christmas Holiday Hours 


Tues Dec. 22:7am-8pm • Wed Dec 23:7am-9pm 
Thursday Dec 24:7am-6pm 
Christmas Day & Boxing Day - CLOSED 


Sale prices in effect Sunday Dec. 27 through Thursday Dec. 31,2015 

FRI I SAT I SUN I MON I TUE I WED I THU 

closeuclosed 27 I 28 I 29 I 30 31 


6161 Thorold Stone Rd., Niagara Falls, ON 
Mon-Fri 7am-8pm • Sat 7am-7pm • Sun 8am-6pm 
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American tourists returning, Thomson says 


Ray Spiteri 

Postmedia Network 

Niagara Parks has opened 
its arms to welcome the 

And a big part of that 
world is a greater influx of 

the border spurred on by a 
lower loonie. 

To cap off what has been 
an “excellent year” — one of 
the best in years for the 
Niagara Parks Commission 
— officials were told of some 
impressive statistics during 
their last meeting of 2015. 

As part of a customer sat¬ 
isfaction survey, which 
included feedback from 
nearly l,700visitors between 
May and August, commis¬ 
sioners learned more than 
60 languages were used by 
visitors to Niagara Parks this 

"We know it's an intema- 

really strikes you — the 
responsibility to communi¬ 
cate and engage with peo¬ 


ple,” said Janice Thomson, 
chairwoman of the parks 
commission. 

“Speaking (that many) 
different languages is quite 
immense, but that just 
shows how many people are 
drawn here, the No. 1 reason 
being to see the falls.” 

Almost 50 per cent of 
respondents — 48.8 per cent 

— came from the United 
States, up from the 36.7 per 
cent polled in 2014. Nearly 
21 per cent — 20.8 per cent 

— came from outside North 
America, up from 16.6 per 
cent in 2014, while 30.4 per 
cent came from Canada, 
down from 46.7 per cent in 
2014. 

The average group size of 
visitors was 3.6 persons, 
which was the same as 2014, 
while 63 per cent of respon¬ 
dents were male and 37 per 
cent female. 

The survey indicated most 
of the respondents had been 
to Niagara Falls before — 
61.8 per cent, compared to 
51 per cent in 2014. 


Niagara Parks saw nearly 
a nearly 12 per cent increase 
in the number of visitors 
who stayed overnight for 
three days — 45.8 per cent 
in 2015 compared to 34 per 
cent in 2014. 

Nearly half of the survey 
participants — 48 per cent 
—were familiar with Niagara 
Parks, while 97 per cent were 
“very likely” to recommend 
Niagara Parks to family or 

Aside from the falls itself, 
attractions such as Journey 
Behind the Falls, Horn blow¬ 
er Niagara Cruises and the 
Butterfly Conservatory 
scored favourably with 

Niagara Parks’ trails also 
had a good year. More than 
105,000 visitors used the 
Niagara Glen in 2015, up 
from 93,000 in 2014. 

Tourism officials have 
said this past summer was 
the best season in years, 
with many businesses and 
hotels reporting significant 
increases in business from 


Several things fell into 
place, including the strength 
of the American dollar. 

“It was an excellent year 
for the Niagara Parks 

Thomson. 

“All of our sites saw 
increased levels of business. 
We saw people spending 
more time — the overnights 
are up, so for the whole des¬ 
tination that’s very good 


The Niagara Parks 
Commission has properties 
in N0TL, including 
McFarland House and the 
Laura Secord Homestead. 
Rebecca Pascoe, manager- 
curator ofMcFarland House 
shows what a Victorian 
Christmas night might look 
like in the 1850s. 

Mike DiBattista/ 
Postmedia Network 










TOP STORIES. LOCAL NEWS. FIND IT ONLINE: 

NI AGARAADVANCE. C A 



ST. MARK’S ANGLICAN CHURCH 
41 BYRON STREET, NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE 
905-468-3123 stmarksl792.com 


COME OUT AND ENJOY CAROL SINGING 
AT ST. MARK’S ON CHRISTMAS EVE 6:30pm - 6:1 
FAMILY CHORAL EUCHARIST AT 7pm 
CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE 
10am HOLY EUCHARIST 


COMMUNITY 

CALENDAR 


ST. DAVIDS LIONS 
HALL RENTAL 

1462 York Road 

ANY EVENT 


JOIN THE FRIENDS OF FORT GEORGE 
and PARKS CANADA 
as we ring in the 
NEW YEAR at NAVY HAIL! 


NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 1, 2015, 3 PM - 4:30 PM 

Levee celebrations include toasts, music by 
the Fife and Drum Corps and Cannon Firing 
(4 pm) to welcome the NEW YEAR! 

AH welcome * Free admission * 

JyL Complimentary refreshments 

For info: ^ & a 

905-468-6621 / friendsoffortgeorge.ca 


HOLIDAY CHANGES IN WASTE 
COLLECTION 

Garbage, recycling and Green Bin collection will be deferred 
by one day on Christmas Day and New Year’s Day. 


Regular Waste 
Collection Day 

Changed to: 

Friday (Dec. 25) 

Saturday (Dec. 26) 

Friday (Jan. 1) 

Saturday (Jan. 2) 


«£> HOLIDAY GARBAGE EXEMPTIONS 

In the week following Christmas (Dec. 26,28,29,30,31), 
residents may place double their regular weekly garbage limit to 
the curb on their collection day. 


^ CHRISTMASTREE COLLECTION 

• Saturday,Jan. 9,2016 ONLY 

• Christmas trees must be at the curb by 7 a.m. 

• Remove all ornaments and decorations 

• Christmas trees wrapped in plastic or buried in snow will not 
be collected. No artificial tr 


LET’S ALL DO OUR PART! 

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER % 
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THE 

FURNITURE 

SALE 

A TRULY OUTSTANDING 
SHOPPING EXPERIENCE 


SOLID WOOD 
LEATHERS • UPHOLSTERY 




"/BABIES 
OF 2015 
BLESSED 
EVENTS 


Joshua David 
Huzarski 

January 6, 2015 


Place Your Baby’s Picture & Birth date 
In Our 2015 

Blessed Events, Babies in Review 
Being Published Jan. 14,2016 

Deadline for Booking Jan ll* 11 


Please Call 905-468-3283 x 102 For Details 


Appointments 7 Days 
a Week! 7:30am-9pm! 



cFumiliu'e ^Fashiom 

SINCE 1954 


255 Bunting Rd., St. Catharines 

905 - 684-9414 

Sat. Dec 26th CLOSED, Sun. Dec 27th 11am - 4pm, 

Mon, Dec 28th 9am - 5:30pm, Tues. Dec 29th 9am - 5:30pm, 
Wed. Dec 30th 9am - 5:30pm, Thu. Dec 31 st 9am - 3pm, 

Fri. Jan 1 CLOSED Sat. Jan 2nd 9:30am - 5pm, Sun. Jan 3rd 11 - 4pm 

www.dunnsfurniture.ca 
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Losing battle for Parliament Oak was tough for MPP 
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Region commits $25K to aid Syrian refugees 


Maryanne Firth 

Postmedia Network 

Niagara Region wants 
to lead by example. 

To encourage public 
donations to aid Syrian 
refugees, regional council 
has committed upward of 
$25,000 to the cause. 

The Region will match 
dollars donated by the 
public to the Mennonite 
Central Committee’s 
Refugee Resettlement 
Fund Niagara, which will 
support Syrian families as 
they arrive to the area. 

The request for support 
was brought to the table 
by Regional Chair Alan 
Caslin at the Oct. 1 coun¬ 
cil meeting and was sup¬ 
ported unanimously. 

The $25,000 will come 
from the Chair’s office 
budget. 

“Whenever there’s a 


call for help I've always 
known Niagara to step up 
to the plate," Caslin said, 
while speaking about the 
“devastating effects of the 
crisis in Syria” that have 
caused thousands of peo¬ 
ple to flee to neighbour¬ 
ing countries. 

“It’s important to give 
people a hand and reach 
out when we can.” 

Both Region ofWaterloo 
and City of Kitchener 
have committed funds to 
the cause, Caslin said. 
Niagara, he added, passed 
a similar motion in 2010, 
committing $50,000 in 
response to the earth¬ 
quake in Haiti. 

The Canadian govern¬ 
ment has agreed to reset¬ 
tle 10,000 Syrian refugees 
by September 2016 

It has also committed 
to matching up to $100 
million donated to regis- 



TRIVIA NIGHT 


Beat those cold winter nights by 
joining us for Trivia Night! 

Eight league - starts in January. 

Every Sunday and Wednesday. 

Teams choose between the two nights and 
compete for both weekly prizes and for a spot 
in our Grand Championship which features an 
awesome prize table (fridges, bbqs, etc) 


Teams from 1 -6 are accepted and people can 
attend all or some of the weeks. 
Quizzers get deals on Drinks and food. 



245 King Street • Niagara-on-the-Lake 
905-468-4443 ■ www.theirishharppub.com 


tered Canadian charities 
in response to the Syrian 
conflict. 

Through the cost-shar¬ 
ing program, Niagara 
Region’s $25,000 commit¬ 
ment will be able to spon¬ 
sor two families with 
three members each, 
Moses Moini, of 
Mennonite Central 
Committee told council. 
Funds will be used to pay 
for items such as rent, 
food, clothes, public 
transportation and edu¬ 
cation, once the families 
arrive in Niagara, he said. 

MCC was chosen as the 
organization to receive 
the funds because “they 
are on the ground experts 
and have been working 
locally and international¬ 
ly on this issue as their 
focused priority,” Caslin 

The group, he added, is 
“already working with all 
agencies in Niagara on a 
common goal, so there's 
no overlap or underlap.” 

The work that MCC 


does with refugees is 
“multipronged," Moini 

“We provide material 
aid and humanitarian 
assistance to Syrians and 
Iraqi refugees in exile in 
countries like Jordan and 
Lebanon and then we 
also support the internal¬ 
ly displaced persons in 
their countries of origin,” 
he said. 

“For those who cannot 
stay in their countries of 
origin or in exile, we 
respond with the resettle¬ 
ment program and assist 
with sponsoring them to 
come to Canada.” 

With countless requests 
coming its way, the orga¬ 
nization is been “working 
to beef up capacity” to be 
able to respond appropri¬ 
ately, Moini said. 

He credited Caslin for 
bringing the issue for¬ 
ward and council for put¬ 
ting its support behind 
the cause. 

“Together we can help 
refugee families find safe- 



Regional chair Alan Caslin 

ty and a renewed hope in 
Canada in less than four 
months.” 

Grimsby Reg. Coun. 
Tony Quirk called the 

lent opportunity to show 
the support that Niagara 
Region has for the immi¬ 


grant and refugee com¬ 
munity.” 

He also noted that 
through Niagara 

Prosperity Initiative funds 
are available to organiza¬ 
tions to help newcomers 
to the area. 

Further assistance 
could be provided by 
landlords within the 
region, said Brian Heit. 

The St. Catharines 
regional council said he 
knows of a Niagara Falls 
apartment owner willing 
to offer his property to 
one family. He’s hopeful 
other building owners 
will come forward to offer 
their spaces for sixmonths 
to a year to aid these fam¬ 
ilies in need. 

Anyone interested in 
getting involved can con¬ 
tact the Regional Chair’s 
office for more informa- 

Caslin has also put out 
the call to Niagara’s 12 
municipalities, urging 
them to get involved in 
supporting the cause. 



PURCHASE A 

$25 GIFT CARD 


VPN Pizzaiolas treat you to a complimentary 
authentic, Napoletana Margherita pizza. 
($14.00 Value) 


BOOK YOUR 
CHRISTMAS 
PARTIES NOW! 


bravo/ 


pizzeria-grill 

Open Christmas Eve and Christmas Day!!! 

5348 Ferry Street • 905-354-3354 • bravogrill.ca 


ENJOY THE HOLIDAYS WITH 
FAMILY, FRIENDS, STAFF & 
CO WORKERS! 

m 


10% Discount for Niagara 
Region Residents 


5435 Ferry Street., Niagara Falls 
905-357-MACS 

i*L-. FREE PARKING -Jfeg 


THE GIFT OF 

MARGHERITA 
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Holiday RIDE program a sign of the season 



A 25-year-old Markham 
man was charged with 
impaired driving, driving 
over 80 mg alcohol in 100 
mL blood, dangerous driv¬ 
ing, driving without a 

vehicle and driving with 
open liquor. 

The OPP impounded the 
vehicle for seven days, and 
the driver is scheduled to 
appear in a St. Catharines 
court on Feb. 2. 

"It was almost comical, 
but you want to get those 


people off the road,” Plato 
said. “The OPP had the 
driver who was going 200 

that’s scary. 

“He is coming up on peo¬ 
ple and they wouldn’t even 
know he was there until it 

Niagara police have 
arrested 21 people for 
impaired driving or over 80 
mg alcohol in 100 mL blood 
in December though not all 
have come from RIDE 
checks. 
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ZWILLING J.A. HENCKELS 


New Outlet Store. 


Save up to 70% off Premium Cutlery, Cookware, 
Cooking Tools and Glassware! Visit Us Today! 


Address 

Fashion Outlets of Niagara Falls 
1878 Military Road 
Suite 110 

Niagara Falls, NY 14304 


Store Hours Phone 

Mon-Sat: 10am-9pm 716.297.1085 

Sun: 10am-6pm 
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What’s open, what’s 
closed over the holidays 


Most stores and services 
will be closed for the holi¬ 
day, and most will close 
early Christmas Eve. 

Some businesses and 
services normally closed 
on Saturdays, may be 
closed Monday to observe 
Boxing Day. 

LCBO and Beer Store 
oudets will be open until 
6 p.m. on Christmas Eve 
and be closed on 
Christmas Day and Boxing 
Day. 

There will be no mail 
delivery and main post 
offices will be closed both 
Friday and Monday. 


Most major retailers will 
close early Christmas Eve. 
Some will reopen early on 
Boxing Day. 

Banks will be closed 
Christmas Day and Boxing 
Day. 

Friday’s collection of 
garbage, recycling and 
organic waste will instead 
be on Boxing Day — when 
curbside waste limits will 
be doubled and for the 
following Monday to 
Thursday. Christmas tree 
pickup is on Saturday, Jan. 
9, starting at 7 a.m. 

Town of Niagara-on- 
the-Lake offices close 


Thursday at noon and 
reopen Monday, Jan. 4. 

Most Niagara Region 
offices and facilities will 
be closed on Dec. 24, 25, 
28, 31 and Jan. 1. 

NOTL Transit service 
will run regular hours 
Dec. 24, and will not run 
Dec. 25, 26 or 27. Regular 
service resumes Dec. 28 
to 31, with no service Jan. 
1. For more information, 
call 905-468-3266 

The Niagara Advance 
office will close early on 
Dec. 24, and will re-open 
Tuesday, Dec. 29. It will 
also be closed Jan. 1. 



St. Davids Public School’s Christmas concert celebrated Christmas around the World, with 
Grade 2 and 3 students dressed in western attire to sing about Christmas in the Country. 




Worship Service 

Sunday, December 27th 


Rudy & Sharon Dirks, 
Stephen Cox 
1775 Niagara Stone 


http://www.redbrickchurch.ct 


TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2027 Niagara Stone Road 
905-468-2611 or 905-468-9673 
10:00 am Worship Service 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service - 7:30 pm 


O Baha’i 


Feast of Honor - Dec. 31 


ST. MARK’S 
ANGLICAN CHURCH 

(1 Byron Street • 


10:30 am Choral Eucha 
Wednesday Service 10:01 
905-468-3123 


SGateWay 

II Community Church 7 


1665 Four Mile Creek Road 
905-468-8971 

December 27 th • 10:30 am 


434 Hunter Rd. 
ORCHARD PARK 905-468-5731 

Sunday, December 27 th 

9:45 am-Adult Prayer Time 
Message by Pastor Reid Cooke 

“Three Stages of A Believer’s Life as 


BETHANY MENNONITE CHURCH 

East/West Line & 

4 Mile Creek Road 

Christmas Eve 
Service 6:30 pm 

All are Welcome! 


Pastor Herb Sawatzky 

905-468-3505 

rww.bethanymennonite.ca 


Church ^ 

10:30 a.m. Sunday Servh 


S|\QIIAGE 

736 York Road, 
Niagara-on-the-Lake 
905-688-2525 


i Coffee Time 
10:30 am Worship Service 
Village Kidz (ages 1 - grade 5) 

The Resolution 
Pastor Jim Ball 
Family Christmas Eve Service 
December 24 @ 6:30pm 
Pastor Greg Alderton 
www.villagebiblechurch.ca 


£ 

life abundant 

Pastor Hick Mills niagara 

Ms'S3958 Sunday, December 27 th 

Message: 

Hello 2016 

9:30AM coffee 10:30AM worship 
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AUTO PARTS 
& REPAIR 

New & Used 
Tires & Batteries 
Repair Shop Rate - $55/HR 

CAUGHILL AUTO 

256 East West Line-Virgil 

905-934-1941 


First Choice 
Tree Cutters 

and Roofing 


Stump Grinding 




CREEKROAD 

PAINT/PAINTERS 

PAPER/BLINDS 

Benjamin Moore' 


4^Jb Advertised 
Your 

I Business 
I Here Call 
1905 - 468-3283 

■ >“■*> 


Maid it Sparkle 

We Secure mthiruj behind but a ipcuikk and chine! 



AND SERVICE 

$ 55. 

Furnace and 
lir conditioning 
installations 

Neudorf Heating 
(905)358-8863 



AMF Plumbing Services 
Qualified (UK/CA) Installations 
Service & Repairs 
Professional Renovations 
Bathroom ~ Kitchen - Basement 
20 years exp. Visit: 
amfplumbingservices.org 
289-929-7608 ~ NOTL 

N 

Call to reserve 
your space in the 

Business Directory A 
905-468-3283 extjyp| 




Now Accepting NEW Clients 

Residential & Commercial 


Laszlo’s Painting 


• M 


Interior 

15 Years experience 

Quality Work Prompt Service 

905 - 324-5981 



Call one of these great 
professionals to help you get 
started with a home project 
or to help you finish 
a home project! 


J^ia^amonidella^e 
CARPENTRY 



FINISH CARPENTRY 
CABINETRY 
RENOVATIONS 
DECKING 

HARDWOOD FLOORING 
WARDROBES 
KITCHENS 
FITTED FURNITURE 


m* 

HelpingHandsMaidService.com 
& SENIOR’S Care Giver 
SERVICES 
• Affordable 
•Weekly* Bi-Weekly 
Cleaning • Since 1991 
- Bonded & Insured - 

905-646-5175 



905.468.7111 (Nancy) 


t l t i 


a i a a 


BUSINESS DIRECTORY ADVERTISING WORKS! 
Make the Call! 
905-468-3283 ext. 102 
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9 Classifieds 

niagaraadvance.ca/classifieds 



Phone: 1-866-541-6757 • Fax: 1-866-485-8461 


* w, *3 ... . 

Email: niagaraadvance.classifieds@sunmedia.c 


Tools and truck = no job 
too small or too big. 


Call or text 289-214-2029 



: is an opportunity to join 9 a fast 
and with future opport 1 c ' 
• I. Salary 5 


Salar^$45-55,000/year. 


For Obituaries call: 

1-877-750-5054 

Fax: 1-866-485-8461 
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yourlifen 

For Obituaries call: 

1-877-750-5054 

Fax: 1-866-485-8461 

mments.ca 

All other moments call: 

1-888-786-7821 

Fax: 1-866-757-0227 



sssys 

John. Predeceased by his parents Earl and 

» Kirr 1 ,:: 5 






Find it fast! 



NiagaraAdvance.ca/Classifieds 

Local. Easy. Fast. 
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Rabies battle taking place on ground, in air 


Bill Sawchuk 

Postmedia Network 

There is a battle taking 
place in western Niagara 
and Hamilton. 

The Ministry of Natural 
Resources is pulling out 
all the stops and blanket¬ 
ing the area with rabies 
vaccines to prevent the 
spread of the disease in 
raccoons. 

As of Monday afternoon, 
the ministry has dropped 
215,000 vaccine baits 
(which smell like vanilla) 
in the area by hand, heli¬ 
copter and fixed wing air¬ 
craft. It is all in an effort to 
contain the outbreak. 

“From the air, it is done 
at a low level, 200 feet or 
less," said Chris Davies, 
the ministry’s manager of 
wildlife research and 
monitoring. 

“We fly a series of lines, 
three-quarters of a kilo¬ 
metre apart, and we drop 
baits at different densi¬ 
ties. 

"In rural areas, we use a 
twin-engine Otter aircraft. 


In more built-up areas we 
use a helicopter. With the 
helicopter, we can get up 
and down the escarpment 
and into ravines. 

“What we end up with is 
a baited zone out about 25 
kilometres from each case. 
By the end of the month, 
we will have baited the 
area completely. As soon 
as winter arrives, we stop 
baiting. The animals den 
up, and when they do that, 
they aren’t moving and 
they aren’t going to con¬ 
tact our baits, and we are 
wasting our time.” 

Kevin Strooband, the 
executive director of the 
Lincoln County Humane 
Society, said he doesn't 
expect to find raccoons 
with rabies in Niagara, 
though the humane soci¬ 
ety isn’t taking any chanc- 

“It would surprise me if 
we found one,” he said. 
“We are diligent in what 
we do. The MNR is vigi¬ 
lant in what they do with 
the baiting, and they have 
done a great job over the 


The alert first went out 
in early December after a 
bizarre situation in 
Hamilton. Two bull-mas- 
tiffs and a rabid raccoon 
fought in the back of 
Hamilton animal services 

The dogs had been 
rounded up and crated 
inside the van after run¬ 
ning loose in a downtown 
Hamilton neighbourhood. 
The raccoon was already 
in the van and was being 
transported to the city’s 
animal shelter to be euth¬ 
anized. The dogs con¬ 
tracted the disease and 
had to be quarantined. 

Hamilton has said the 
department is reviewing 
protocols and equipment 
in vehicles after the inci- 

Strooband said since 
the province issued the 
alert, the Lincoln County 
Humane Society has been 
sending dead raccoons it 
collects to the ministry. 
All but one of the field 
tests for Niagara raccoons 


have been negative. 

“There was a field test 
on one in Grimsby and, 
based on the results, they 
decided they wanted it 
sent to Ottawa for second¬ 
ary testing,” Strooband 
said. 

“That turned out to be 
negative early last week." 

Strooband said there is 
a serious rabies outbreak 
among raccoons in New 
York State. That's likely 
how the virus arrived in 
southern Ontario. 
Raccoons don’t respect 
international borders. 

Strooband said the rac¬ 
coon would likely reach 
the Hamilton area after 
hitching a ride by hiding 

“We are on the border 
with New York, and it is 
rampant down there,” 
Strooband said. 

“Once it has established 
itself, it is hard to eradi- 

“It has always been 
anticipated that a raccoon 

truck. We presume that's 



Kevin Strooband 


what happened in 
Hamilton. We don’t know, 
but it is unlikely a raccoon 
with rabies would make it 
that far on its own. It is 
already a sick animal. 

“The raccoon gets stuck 
on a truck. It might have 
been looking for a dry 
place in the pouring rain. 
Once the vehicle is mov¬ 
ing, the raccoon is smart 
enough to know not to 
jump off until it feels it's 


Strooband recommends 
pet owners keep their ani¬ 
mals inside or on a leash 
and make sure vaccina¬ 
tions are up to date. 

He asks residents to call 
the humane society if they 
see a sick raccoon, skunk, 
fox or coyote. He said 
don’t touch, interact or try 
to relocate a wild animal. 
Anyone with a potential 
exposure from animal 
bites or scratches should 
seek medical attention 
and report the incident to 
public health. 

On the other hand, he 
doesn't want residents to 
go too far either. 

“I sense there is a bit of 
a level of fear in the com¬ 
munity, but there are pro¬ 
tocols in place,” Strooband 

“We have had two 
reports — one in St. 
Catharines and one in 
Grimsby — of people kill¬ 
ing a raccoon just because 
it was on their property 
and then calling us to pick 
it up for testing. That's not 
appropriate.” 



Merry Christmas 
& Happy New Year! 


i .. i . 

1361 Point Abino Road, Ridgeway 

Welcome to Canada’s "South Coast"! Expansi 
mighty oaks lead to the lake. Ideal summer/ye 
this gated community. Adjoining lot available. 

Gary Snider** 

Patricia Atherton* 


$1,450,000 

89 Byron Street, Niagara-on-the-Lake 

One of a kind in Niagara-on-the-Lake. A wonderful property with 
a Shangri La courtyard that offers the ultimate in privacy 1 + 1 
bedrooms in ii» Olde Towne, landscaped for easy maintenance. 

DougWiddicombe* 289.686.8590 


$1,599,000 


OUR NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE SALES ASSOCIATES 


Christine Mitchell Patricia Atherton Nancy Brazeau Michelle Chappell Anna da Silva Jaime da Silva Gary Snider 






Rachael Werner Doug Widdicombe 
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McGarrRealty.com 

5 ST. PAUL CRES., ST. CATHARINES I 1615 NIAGARA STONE RD„ N.O.T.L 
905.687.9229 I INFO@McGARRREALTY.COM I 905.468.9229 


STAY CONNECTED WITH US 




# W J 


SALLY McGARR REALTY CORP., BROKERAGE ***Broker of Record "Administration 'Sales Representative 



WE 

Wish 

★ r u a ★ 




in yocir he'ai%fs allure a r long 




AMINA AL-HARAZI** 


KHADIJAAL-HARAZI" 


meRRy 

ChRISTmAS 


LAUHE DOHERTY" + AND A ★ 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 


MICHELLE THOMSON" , 


SHAUN MARISSA 

THOMS* WONG* 



■ ■ 


SALLY 

McGARR*" 

























































































